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APPOINTMENTS
September 2026 – present 	Assistant Professor of International Relations (tenure track)
John Cabot University
August 2023 – August 2026 	Assistant Professor of International Relations and Politics
Hitotsubashi University
Mentors: Prof. dr. Maiko Ichihara
Sept 2022 – August 2023	Part-Time Assistant Professor of Qualitative Methods
European University Institute
Sept 2021 – August 2023	Postdoctoral Researcher, Max Weber Programme
European University Institute
Project: ‘Sorry, we’re closed: Internal and external contestations of the open internet order.’
Mentors: Prof. Dr. Philipp Genschel, Prof. Dr. Erik Jones, Prof. Dr. Waltraud Schelkle
June 2017 – August 2021	Research Associate
Hertie School
Research project ‘Evolving internet interfaces: Content control and privacy protection.’
February 2016 – May 2017	Junior Lecturer Political Science
Radboud University 
As a Junior Lecturer, I was involved in both teaching and many organizational procedures, such as co-organizing the accreditation and shaping the meetings of the Advisory Board
EDUCATION
2017 – 2021	PhD in Governance (summa cum laude)
Berlin Graduate School for Global and Transregional Studies
Dissertation: ‘Content control contestations: How and why internet governance norms emerge and develop.’ 
Committee: Prof. Dr. Markus Jachtenfuchs, Prof. Dr. Jan Aart Scholte, Prof. Daniela Stockmann, PhD
2013 – 2015	Master of Science in International Relations (with distinction)
Radboud University
2010 – 2013	Bachelor of Science in Political Science 
Radboud University
SPECIALIZATION & INTERESTS
International norms; regional and international organizations; global governance; information security; internet governance.

PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS
· Flonk, D. (forthcoming). Technology and International Relations: An introduction to the global governance of the internet. Hitotsubashi University Lecture Series on Law and International Relations, Hitotsubashi University Press.
· Flonk, D. & Radnitz, S. (R&R). Inadvertent norm erosion: When liberal actors contest information freedom norms. Cooperation & Conflict.
· Harris, B.C., Wilson, A. & Flonk, D. (forthcoming). Altchans and “Hate Creators”: How new toxic masculinities redefine “Trolling”. Nature: Humanities and Social Sciences Communications.
· [bookmark: _Hlk205479228]Flonk, D. & Debre, M. (2026). Authoritarian norm entrepreneurs: How autocratic states reshape global norms. Journal of International Relations and Development, 29(1).
· Dylag, M., Flonk, D., Lauri, C. & Mannan, M. (2026). Towards Polycentricity? The Quest for Legitimacy and Trust in Digital Governance. Information, Communication & Society.
· Flonk, D. & Garvey, K. (2025). Adaptive governance: How digital platforms change their design. Platforms & Society, 2.
· Flonk, D. & Debre, M. (2025). Hollow multilateralism: How autocracies contest norms and procedures of international organizations. International Affairs, 101(4), 1463-1482. 
· Flonk, D., Jachtenfuchs, M., & Obendiek, A. (2024). Controlling internet content in the EU: towards digital sovereignty. Journal of European Public Policy, 31(8), 2316-2342.

· Flonk, D., & McNeil‐Willson, R. (2023). Watering down the wine: European Union regulation of violent right‐wing extremism content and the securitisation of new online spaces. Policy & Internet, 15(4), 575-590.

· Flonk, D. (2022). Content control contestations: How and why internet governance norms emerge and develop. Hertie School Library. 
· Flonk, D. (2021). Emerging illiberal norms: Russia and China as promoters of internet content control. International Affairs, 97(6), 1925-1944.
· Flonk, D. (2021). Book review: The age of surveillance capitalism: The fight for a human future at the new frontier of power. Convergence, 27, 1, 284-286.
· Flonk, D., Jachtenfuchs, M., & Obendiek, A. (2020). Authority conflicts in internet governance: Liberals vs. sovereigntists?. Global Constitutionalism, 9, 29, 364-386.
DATABASES
· Flonk, D. (forthcoming). Hollow multilateralism.
· Flonk, D., Jachtenfuchs, M., & Obendiek, A. (forthcoming). International organizations in global internet governance (IO-GIG).
· Norman, L., Flonk, D., Koliev, F., Gorni, S. & De Keulenaar, E. (forthcoming). Internet Content Regulations (INCORE): A global dataset
· Ferracane, M. et al. (2022). Digital Trade Integration Database. European University Institute. https://dti.eui.eu/.
· Zürn, Michael; Kreuder-Sonnen, Christian; Fuß, Julia (2021). Interface Conflicts 1.0. Version 1.0.0. WZB Berlin Social Science Center. https://doi.org/10.7802/2241. 
WORKING PAPERS
· Debre, M. & Flonk, D.. Bad neighbors, good company? Hybrid regional organizations and autocratization. 
· Debre, M. & Flonk, D. (under review). Autocracy by invitation: IO observer status and the diffusion of autocratization. Democratization.
· Flonk, D. (under review, book manuscript). Bounded communities: The forgotten role of community on digital platforms. Routledge. 
· Flonk, D.. Bridging the gap: Internet censorship data in political science. 
· Flonk, D. (under review). Caught in the middle: How median powers shape global institutions. British Journal of Politics and International Relations.
· Flonk, D. (under review). Autocracy in disguise: Autocracies and the promotion of parodic democracy. International Affairs.
· Flonk, D. & Debre, M.. The return of the state in internet governance? European threat frames on cybersecurity in international organizations.
· Flonk, D., Debre, M. & Choe, I.. Legalizing global governance?: The role democratic density in regional organizations.
· Flonk, D. & Garvey, K. (under review). Digital platform alignment: How users, advertisers and governments affect design change. Internet Policy Review.
· Flonk, D. & Liu, R. Decoding sovereignty: Sovereignty shields in global governance. 
· Flonk, D & Stephen, M. (under review). Control, coalitions, and connections: Strategies of China's international institution building. Journal of International Relations and Development.
· Norman, L., Flonk, D., Koliev, F., Gorni, S. & De Keulenaar, E.. How do States Regulate Online Content? A Global Dataset.
· Takahashi, T. & Flonk, D. (under review). Exogenous Voices and State Autonomy: China at the Nexus of Domestic and Global Governance of the Internet. International Organization.
FUNDING & AWARDS
Under review	International Leading Research Grant, Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (with Higashijima Masaaki, Yoshimoto Iku, Matsumura Naoko, Takahashi Tomoko, Zhou Yuan, Uji Azusa, Miyano Sayumi)
The rise of an illiberal international order?: Autocratic transposition via institutions, output, norms, and networks (€3,000,000)
Under review	Research Project Grant, Swedish Research Council (with Ludvig Norman, Faradj Koliev)
‘The effects of internet content regulations on democracy: A double-edged sword?’ (€450,000)
2025 – 2028 	Keban-B, Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (with Tomoko Takahashi)
‘Hollow multilateralism’ (€100,000)
2025 – 2027  	Project funding, Fritz Thyssen Foundation (with Maria Debre)
‘Bad neighbors, good company’ (€170,000)
2021 – 2023 	Department of Social and Political Sciences, European University Institute
Max Weber Fellowship (€50,000)
2022	Early Stage Researchers Funding, European University Institute
‘Hollow multilateralism’ (€2,000)
2021 – 2022	CIVICA Research Funding, Bocconi University, EUI, Hertie School, LSE 
‘Digital trade integration: Dataset & index’ (€60,000)
2017 – 2020	Bamberg Graduate School of Social Sciences, University of Bamberg
Competitive DAAD Scholarship (declined)
2017 – 2020	International Max Planck Research School on the Social and Political Constitution of the Economy 
Competitive PhD Scholarship (declined)
2016 	Shortlisted for Daniël Heinsius prize 2016 
Prize for the best Political Science Master’s thesis of The Netherlands and Flanders
ACADEMIC SERVICE
2026	Panel: Contestation of the Liberal International Order across Fields
Max Weber Conference, Florence
2026	Panel: Autocracies and Global Governance (with M. Debre & J. Lipps)
ISA conference, Columbus
2026	Guest lecture: Hylke Dijkstra and Michal Parizek
Hitotsubashi University, Tokyo
2026	Guest lecture: Tomoko Takahashi
Hitotsubashi University, Tokyo
2025	Guest lecture: Sergio Zanotto
Hitotsubashi University, Tokyo
2025	Guest lecture: Luis Russo
Hitotsubashi University, Tokyo
2025	Guest lecture: Matthew Stephen
Hitotsubashi University, Tokyo
2025	Section: Autocracies and global governance (with Debre, M. & Lipps, J.)
ECPR General Conference, Thessaloniki
2025	Guest lecture: Andreas Hepp
Hitotsubashi University, Tokyo
2024	Panel: The return of authority in digital governance (with Dylag, M, Lauri, C., Nabben, K., Mannan, M & Villanueva Collao, V.)
Max Weber Conference, Florence
2024	Panel: Governing the Global Internet in Unexpected Spaces (with H. Jongen)
EISA conference, Lille
2023	Panel: Multilateralism and the global realities of autocracy (with M. Debre)
EISA conference, Potsdam
2022	Workshop: The Legitimacy and Trust Challenges of Digital Governance (with M. Dylag, C. Lauri, & M. Mannan)
European University Institute
2022	Panel: Global consequences of Authoritarian Regionalism (with M. Debre)
ISA Annual Convention, Nashville
2022	Workshop: Authoritarian Regimes in Regional and Global Governance Institutions (with M. Debre)
ECPR Joint Sessions Workshop, Edinburgh
2021	Panel: Global Internet governance: Internet intermediaries in comparative perspective (with T. Luo)
ISA Annual Convention, Las Vegas
2019	Workshop: Goodbye, anarchy? Internet politics in the 21st century (with T.R. Eimer)
Politicologenetmaal, Antwerp
2018	Panel: Old and New Authorities in Internet Governance (with M. Jachtenfuchs & A.S. Obendiek)
ECPR, Hamburg
CONFERENCES & PRESENTATIONS
10 June 2026 	Autocracy in disguise: Autocracies and the promotion of parodic democracy
Max Weber Conference, Florence
31 May 2026	The return of the state in internet governance? European threat frames on cybersecurity in international organizations
EUSAAP, Tokyo
26 May 2026	Exogenous voices and state autonomy: China at the nexus of domestic and global governance of the internet
Politics of the Global South Workshop, Tokyo
20 April 2026	The return of the state in internet governance? European threat frames on cybersecurity in international organizations
Seoul Forum for International Affairs, 40th Anniversary International Conference, Seoul
26 March 2026	Autocracy by Invitation: IO Observer Status and the Diffusion of Autocratization
ISA, Columbus
1 December 2025 	Alignment of digital platforms: How users, advertisers, and governments bring about design change 
PlatGovNet Conference, online
13 July 2025  	Sponsoring Institutional Complexity to Build Control, Coalitions, and Connections: China’s Changing Institutional Strategies in Global Internet Governance 
International Political Science Association Conference, Seoul
3 July 2025  	Hollow multilateralism: How autocracies contest the norms and procedures of international organizations 
ECPR Conference, Thessaloniki
3 June 2025 	Control, Coalitions, and Connections: Strategies of China’s International Institution Building 
Autocracies as International Lawmakers Workshop, Oslo
22 May 2025 	Control, Coalitions, and Connections: Strategies of China’s International Institution Building 
Democracy, Autocracy, and International Cooperation Workshop, Stockholm
2 November 2024	Adaptive governance by digital platforms: How Twitch changed its platform over time
Association of Internet Researchers Conference, Sheffield
29 October 2024	Hollow multilateralism: How autocracies contest norms and procedures of international organizations
Decrypting Digital Authoritarianism Conference, Florence
6 June 2024	From Reforming to Building: China’s Changing Institutional Strategies in Global Internet Governance
GTGC Conference, The Hague
1 June 2024	Hollow multilateralism: How autocracies contest norms and procedures of international organizations
GIGARTS Conference, The Hague
18 April 2024	Liberal erosion of liberal norms: Contesting information freedom in a digital age
HIAS lunch seminar, Tokyo
6 April 2024	Hollow multilateralism: How autocracies contest norms and procedures of international organizations
ISA Annual Convention, San Francisco
26 March 2024	Hollow multilateralism: How autocracies contest norms and procedures of international organizations
ECPR Workshop: Non-Liberal States and Global Governance: Are Autocracies and Hybrid Regimes Reshaping International Organisations?, Lüneburg
16 February 2024	Liberal erosion of liberal norms: Contesting information freedom in a digital age 
Max Weber Conference, EUI
14 December 2023	Hollow multilateralism. How autocracies contest norms and procedures of international organizations
Authoritarian states and international organizations, The Hague
8 October 2023	Chair ‘Global Internet Governance’
GIGANET Conference, Kyoto
6 September 2023	Hollow multilateralism: How autocracies contest norms and procedures of international organizations
ECPR Conference, Prague
5 September 2023	Bridging the gap: Internet censorship data in political science
ECPR Conference, Prague
26 June 2023	Hollow multilateralism: How autocracies contest norms and procedures of international organizations
Workshop on the vitality, resilience, decline and death of international organizations, Maastricht
12 June 2023 	Bad neighbors, good company? Democratic membership in authoritarian regional organizations
June Conference, EUI
7 February 2023	Bad neighbors, good company? Democratic membership in authoritarian regional organizations
International Relations Working Group, EUI
7 July 2022	Chair & Discussant ‘Brokerage, Matchmaking, and Monopoly in the Age of Platform Economy’ (Qi Song)
Seventeenth Summer Conference on Economy and Society, Schwelm, Germany
15 June 2022	The real meaning of European digital sovereignty: From liberalism towards control
Max Weber June Conference. EUI
8 June 2022	The real meaning of European digital sovereignty: From liberalism towards control
Conference of the ECPR SGEU, Rome
20 May 2022	The end of an open era? Securitization of internet content in the European Union
Max Weber Workshop on Legitimacy and Trust Challenges of Digital Governance, EUI
21 April 2022	Authoritarian regionalism: domestic politics, regional coalitions, and global regimes
ECPR Joint Sessions Workshop, Edinburgh	
7 April 2022	Bridging the gap: Internet censorship data in political science
ISA Annual Convention, Nashville
6 April 2022	Authoritarian regionalism: The interplay between regional coalitions and global regimes
ISA Annual Convention, Nashville
30 November 2021	Russia and China as promoters of international information security norms (invited)
2021 Czernin Security Forum
14 September 2021	Authoritarian regionalism: The interplay between domestic politics, regional coalitions, and global regimes
DVPW Congress
1 July 2021	Content control as digital trade restriction (invited)
Kick-off of the Digital Trade Integration project, Robert Schuman Centre, EUI
9 April 2021	Brokers or breakers? Emerging powers in global internet governance 
ISA Annual Convention, Las Vegas
6 April 2021	Why governments censor the internet: Comparing content removal requests between regimes
ISA Annual Convention, Las Vegas
24 March 2021	Authoritarian regionalism: The interplay between domestic politics, regional coalitions, and global regimes
SCRIPTS Early Career Researcher Workshop, Berlin
8 October 2020	International organizations in global internet governance (IO-GIG): A new dataset on institutional output
DVPW Congress, Freiburg
7 October 2020	Authoritarian regionalism: The interplay between domestic politics, regional coalitions, and global regimes
DVPW Congress, Freiburg
4 December 2019	Authority conflicts in internet governance: Liberals vs. sovereigntists? 
University of Vienna
29 October 2019	Why governments censor the internet: Comparing content removal requests between regimes
Berlin Social Science Center (WZB), Berlin
22 October 2019	Why governments censor the internet: Comparing content removal requests between regimes
Hertie School, Berlin
4 – 7 September 2019	Why governments censor the internet: Comparing content removal requests between regimes
ECPR General Conference, Wrocław
11 June 2019	Internal unrest or political constraints?: Explaining internet content removal requests
Politicologenetmaal, Antwerp
27 – 30 March 2019	Internal unrest or political constraints?: Explaining internet content removal requests by countries
ISA Annual Convention, Toronto
9 January 2019	Content Control Contestations: Russia and China as entrepreneurs of illiberal internet norms
Berlin Social Science Center (WZB), Berlin
25 – 28 September 2018	Authority conflicts in internet governance: From free to sovereign internet?
DVPW Congress, Frankfurt
30 August–2 September 2018Content Control Contestations: Russia and China as norm entrepreneurs of information security norms
APSA Annual Meeting, Boston MA
22 – 25 August 2018	Authority conflicts in internet governance: From free to sovereign internet?
ECPR General Conference, Hamburg
16 – 18 May 2018	Content Control Contestations: How illiberal countries promote information security norms
Joint BTS-Hebrew University Workshop on Contestations of the Liberal Script, Berlin
26 – 27 April 2018	Content Control Contestations: How illiberal countries promote information security norms
GIG-ARTS Conference, Cardiff
TEACHING
Autumn & Winter 2026	Global Internet Governance (7 students), John Cabot University
Autumn & Winter 2026	International Organizations (15 students), John Cabot University
Autumn & Winter 2026	World Politics (15 students), John Cabot University
Spring & Summer 2026	Case Study in International Political Economy: Global Internet Governance (12 students), Hitotsubashi University
Autumn & Winter 2025	Special Issues in Research Methods in International Relations: Qualitative Methods (six students), Hitotsubashi University
Spring & Summer 2025	Case Study in International Political Economy: Global Internet Governance (20 students), Hitotsubashi University
Autumn & Winter 2024	Special Issues in Research Methods in International Relations: Qualitative Methods (eleven students), Hitotsubashi University
Spring & Summer 2024	Case Study in International Political Economy: Global Internet Governance (50 students), Hitotsubashi University
Autumn & Winter 2022	Introduction to Qualitative Methods (PhD seminar group of 30 students), European University Institute
Spring & Summer 2018	Global Internet Governance (Master seminar group of ten students), Hertie School
Spring & Summer 2017; 	Project: Comparative Governance (twelve project groups of four 
Spring & Summer 2016	students each), Radboud University
Autumn & Winter 2016 	Academic Skills in Political Science (two seminar groups of fifteen students each), Radboud University
Autumn & Winter 2016	Introduction to International Political Economy (grading essays), Radboud University
SUPERVISION AND MENTORING	
2026	Mentor and host to visiting PhD researcher: Rongsheng Liu (Stockholm University)
Hitotsubashi University
2025	Mentor and host to visiting PhD researcher: Sergio Zanotto (University of Konstanz)
Hitotsubashi University
2025	Mentor and host to visiting PhD researcher: Luis Russo (European University Institute)
Hitotsubashi University
2022	PhD prospectus workshop
European University Institute
2016 – 2017		Bachelor’s Thesis Supervision Political Science 
Radboud University
UNIVERSITY SERVICE	
2023 – present 	Steering Committee Member of Research Network on Autocracies and Global Governance
ECPR
I am the founder and Co-Chair of Research Network, which currently has 231 members. Tasks include the organization of events (e.g., panels, sections) and disseminating research.
2021 – 2023	Member of Social and Welfare Fund
European University Institute
I assessed and approved requests by junior scholars for financial support in the case of illness, accidents, etc.
2021 – 2022	Member of Executive Committee
European University Institute
As a representative of the postdoctoral researchers, I suggested improvements to the Max Weber Programme.
2019	Member of SCRIPTS Board
Berlin Cluster of Excellence Contestations of the Liberal Script
As a PhD representative, I gave advice on curriculum design, publication strategies, future directions of the Cluster, etc.
2019	Member of PhD Board 
Hertie School
As a PhD representative, I gave advice on curriculum design, PhD admissions, future directions of the PhD programme, etc.
2019	Member of Recruitment Committee for Professor of Ethics and Technology
Hertie School
2018 – 2019	PhD Representative
Hertie School
As a PhD representative, I gave advice on curriculum design, PhD admissions, future directions of the PhD programme, etc.
2017 – 2020 	PhD Representative
Berlin Graduate School for Global and Transregional Studies
As a PhD representative, I gave advice on curriculum design, PhD admissions, future directions of the PhD programme, etc.
2016 – 2017	Secretary to Advisory Board Political Science
Advisory Board of Political Science, Radboud University
I organized the annual meeting of the Advisory Board, such as agenda-setting, dissemination of information, etc.
2014 – 2015 	Assessor (student representative) 
Faculty Board of the Nijmegen School of Management, Radboud University
As a student representative, I attended the weekly meetings of the Faculty Board, where we discussed curriculum design, student admissions, accreditations, future directions of the Faculty, etc.
IMPACT
2025	Interview: Content control and authoritarian regionalism
Global Governance Programme EUI
https://youtu.be/ie-UCA1p5Po?si=HMujPwXjdqclVtag 
2024	Public guest lecture: Liberal erosion of liberal norms:
Contesting information freedom in a digital age
Ritsumeikan University, Kyoto
2022	Speaker: Roundtable on The Legitimacy and Trust Challenges of Digital Governance
Law and Society Conference, Lisbon
2019	Member of Organizing Team: Tackling Online Harms – a Regulatory Minefield? Present and Future
EuroDIG 2019, The Hague
https://youtu.be/b_rcvT_Vlz8?si=LJG0SPa8VK6Vgk0N 
2018	Speaker: Roundtable on online defamation 
Käte Hamburger Dialogue, Centre for Global Cooperation Research, Duisburg
https://youtu.be/khkCWJfAW18?si=ORybakFVCj9yakOW 
2018	Interview: The Internet’s Future in a Nutshell
Imagining the Digital Future Center
https://youtu.be/2Lpd_1chmFg?si=aUBN1StOxU51iq5V 
2018	Interview: Best New Digital Development
Imagining the Digital Future Center
https://youtu.be/D4dX690uNrQ?si=pIwDBX05M3nTWEzV 
2018	Interview: Key Internet Challenges Today
Imagining the Digital Future Center
https://youtu.be/B50Iywc7FBg?si=XjAKSyn_AX73IlUT 
2018 	Interview: How to Enhance Global Cooperation in the Digital Age
Imagining the Digital Future Center
https://youtu.be/A_JyUTB1efo?si=8Ps7wgBcjuunC8GM 
TRAINING
2019	Citizen Lab Summer Institute
The Citizen Lab, University of Toronto
2019	Grant Proposal Writing for Doctoral Researchers
Dahlem Research School
2018	The Geopolitics of Cyberspace (by Prof. Ron Deibert, PhD)
University of St. Gallen
2018	Qualitative Interviews - Theory and Practice
Process Tracing (by Prof. Dr. Derek Beach)
Berlin Graduate School of Social Sciences
2017	Training Individual Supervision
Radboud University
2016	Training Supervising Seminars
Radboud University
SKILLS
Languages	Dutch (native), English (fluent), German (advanced), Japanese (beginner)
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