COVID Updates: New Italian Government Decree, 26 October 2020
Dear Students,
Today, Monday October 26, a new Italian Decree (DPCM) was signed into law, implementing
additional restrictions here in Rome
(https://www.trovanorme.salute.gov.it/norme/dettaglioAtto?id=76873)
Important updates include:
 Restaurants and bars will close all sit-down services at 6pm but establishments can continue
delivery service until 12midnight. ***At JCU the Tiber Café bar will close at 6pm. Sit-down
dinner service will continue until 7:30pm. As an extension of residential services, the Tiber
Café can remain operational, at this time, for dinner service until 7:30pm. The Tiber Café
officially closes at 8pm. Please stay tuned for updates about JCU Tiber Cafè dinner service.***
 Gyms are closed ***At JCU, this means our gym at the Gianicolo campus will be closed until
further notice. Please continue to check the JCU website for updates on upcoming outdoor
activities, hosted by the JCU Athletics department, which will continue as originally scheduled
and until the Lazio government updates requirements that might suspend those off-campus
events.***
As a reminder, the 12midnight-5am curfew remains in place for the entire Lazio region. No one is
to be out in public during this time unless they have an urgent health or work need. Persons who must
go out during the curfew must have a completed Self-Declaration on them at all times. That declaration
can be found in last week’s decree
(http://www.regione.lazio.it/binary/rl_main/tbl_news/ordinanza_regione_lazio_intesa_Ministro_salute_
_mod_accettate_rev1__ore_24_1_signed.pdf ). An English-translation is at the end of this message.
To clear up any remaining confusion:




Any student who is experiencing flu-like symptoms, even mild ones, or has been in close
contact with a COVID positive person must immediately call the JCU emergency phone (+39
331 656 1907).
Students who temporarily transition to online learning for an urgent health need must write their
professor to notify them that they will be following class remotely. Students may share with
their professors the reason for their absence (i.e. they are positive, symptomatic, or a close
contact) but that disclosure is at their discretion. JCU encourages students to be forthcoming
with their professors, but students are not obliged to share personal medical details with



faculty. JCU does share any and all instances of positivity with the University community, but
names of positive persons will always be kept private. The ASL is the only entity that can
officially disclose names and details of a COVID positive person to the public.
JCU has set up on campus operations to avoid any possibility for close contact. If everyone
follows the rules, we ensure our mutual health and mitigate opportunities for contagion.

Additionally, I have had students inquire about pre-emptively returning to their home country before
the end of the semester over concerns about increasing restrictions in Italy and rising positivity rates.
Please know that, even in the event of another complete lockdown, like Italy experienced in February
and March earlier this year, JCU would continue to support students in Rome. If the JCU campuses
were closed, online lessons would continue and the residences would remain open to host students
currently living in JCU housing. Students who feel compelled to leave earlier, for whatever reason,
should please do the following:




Submit your Petition for Academic Exemption to the Dean of Academics, Dean Mary Merva
(mmerva@johncabot.edu).
Follow-up with the JCU Housing Office (housing@johncabot.edu) if you are checking-out of
your JCU apartment so you can sign any exit paperwork and return your apartment key.
Review any testing requirements for international travel pertinent to your journey. Some
countries are mandating a PCR negative test result done 48 hours prior to departure. The U.S.,
at this time, does not require preliminary testing to enter the U.S. if coming from Italy.

For those persons who may need a COVID test to return to their home country, the JCU Doctor On
Call, Dr. Guerriero (+39 320 406 5709), can provide a prescription for the test, to be done by the Italian
National Health Service. Below please find additional information for getting a COVID test for travel
purposes.



This service is a drive-thru testing site, so you must go by personal car or taxi
There are several drive-in stations to undergo a Covid 19 test in Rome. This is a link where you
can find all of them: https://www.salutelazio.it/elenco-tamponi-drive-in. The most efficient is
the Campus BioMedico (easier registration process - you can do everything from inside the car,
and results are provided by email) while the closest to JCU is located at the ASLRoma1
(slightly more complicated registration process).

Note that the results of the test are usually ready within 48 hours and the results will be sent by email
(often the email goes in Junk - Spam so check both). If you do testing at the ASLRoma1, you will be
given a link and password to download the results online.
Dr. Guerriero will invoice patients a €50 prescription and service fee. You can write
to deanofstudents@johncabot.edu or andrea.guerriero@johncabot.edu for details on payment.
The price for the PCR test is around €70. You cannot get a PCR for travel purposes without a doctor’s
prescription.
For more information, please write to the Dean of Students office.

Last but not least, a note about mental health and counseling: For students who are not currently in
Italy, please know that, due to Italian medical licensing issues, the JCU counselors operating in Rome
cannot facilitate online counseling services internationally. JCU students who are continuing classes
remotely from outside Italy can still take advantage of mental health services through Mondo
Equilibrio. The Mondo Equilibrio HelpLine is available, confidentially, to all students, 24/7, wherever in
the world you are, by calling 800-969-239. If you are calling from outside of Italy, or from a non-Italian phone
number, call +44 20 7938-0870. You can find more information at www.mondoequilibrio.com.

