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My name is Liridona Malota and I am from Kosovo. I am a degree seeking student at JCU, majoring in Political Science. In the summer of 2012, as I was going to spend two months in my home country, I contacted the Ministry of Internal Affairs and inquired as to the possibility of doing an internship. I was able to set up an internship within the Legal Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs.  
I learned many things throughout  this internship, first of all that the Legal Department does the drafting and editing of any legislation that  takes place. I was then able to  observe the legislation process from beginning to end, thus gaining more insight into how legislation within governments actually works.

To obtain such an internship, most prospective interns should be majoring in a law, political science or  international affairs. Anyone interested in doing an internship in Kosovo also needs to know three languages well: Albanian, Serbian and English. Most of my days consisted of attending group sessions where the legislation would be drafted and then continue forth into editing for several weeks or even a month or more. 

Once a law was completed, it would be put up to a commission for further review. I had the privilege and opportunity to be present in the commission review as well. The law would be analyzed and edited by legal experts involved on both the national and the international level. It was fascinating to watch the formulation of such legislation, because Kosovo is in its beginning stage as an independent 
country and its justice system is still flawed and in need of improvement. Observing the experts working within the Legal department, trying to eliminate any flaws, was an unforgettable experience.
 I decided to do this internship “for credit” as this added an academic perspective to my intenrnship and to my studies in Political Science.
